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The Honorable Max Baucu.s

Vice Chair, Trade Conference

Ul'ited States Senate

Selute Office Building

Washington, D.C 20510

nle Honorable William M. Thomas
Cl1~mlan, Trade Conference
Unites States House of~present3.tives
House Office Building
Washington, D.C 20515

Re' H~3JJ_Q'S and H.R. 3009: Trade Legislation and Foreia~lnvestor ~~

Dear Chainnan Thom~ and Vice Chair BallC1.Is:

In a resolution adopt~d at the Spring 2002 meeting, t11e National A$sociarion of Attorney.
&neral encouraged Congress to ensure that foreign ulvestor5 receive no gr0ater rights than
afforded to our citizens ill any new legislation providing for in~eraa.tional trade agreements.
While tIle r~ent1y adopted Sena1.e trade bill recoanizes tilis issae, it do~s not re!iev= our concern.
We Strongly support the promotion ofinternBtionallr&de, including the elimi~tion of unfair and
discriminatory barriers to foleign investment. But neither t11e authority of state and local
govemme.'lts to protcc~ the Ammcan public nor the independence of our judici~ S)'stem should
be sacrificed to these objectives.

We urge Congress in its reconciliation of The How~ and StJ')ate versions oftlJe fast-track
1!'3rle bill to incorporate the follt)""ing three principles:

(1) Foreign investors should have 110 greater righls to seel~ financial
coIl".pensation tha11 U.S. citizens possess under the U.S. Constitution or the
State ConstitUtions, as interpreted by the U.S. Supreme Court or the
hjghest state co~~;

(2) International arbitration panels should have no jurisdiction or authority to award
financial compensation exr.ept in accordance witl1 the foregoing standaI"d; al1d

(3) lnternationai arbitration panels convened under intematio~l tT3ile a&reement5
should have no jurisdic1ioD or a.uthority to award financial compensation based on
challenies to the nlJi.r.gs of state or federal coW'ts.



Tba.nk you for yoW' consideration of OUl' concerns regarding this issue.

Sincerely.

~~J~ -
Attorney General Alan La.nce

A11omey General of Idaho

Q:Jj._L1._~- -

Attom~ -;;;;er;;i~r

Attorn cy General of California

~~.~
Attorney G=~ Bruce M. Botelllo
Attorney General of Alaslca

Ak !.,1t~Ii""O

Anomey GeDer~1 of Ari2oQa

v~ ,J..

Alt~en~~~~

Attorney General cfColorado

-P/~-
Attorney Gel)~r;l1 'Richard Blumen~
Attorney Gelleral of Conne(;ticut

-~~~~~
Attorney General Robert A. ButterwOrttl
Attomc'" Generil.l of Florida

"~~~~ ~ BiiiIy-

Al1omey General ofDelawar~

Atto .

Atto

~ ~ %.Jl.-- -
Attorney Genera] Thurbect E. Baker

Attorney General of Georg;.

~. ~b:=:-
Attorney General G. Steven Rowe
Attornty GeneraJ of Maine

~/~~
Attorney GenerQ,l Tom Miller

Attorney Genera! of Iowa
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J~~Jr:

Attorney Gener-.J of Maryland

~.- ~ -..1 10/

~mey Ge~raTThoma!~eil]y-

Attomcy Genen1 ofMassachusetts

~~~-
At1omey General Mike Hatch
Attorney General ofMinnesota

". ~~ Attome;y GenerJl of Mich.igWJ

~~~~

Atton1ey Gerleral Mike McGratll

Anomey General of Monta%la

~~Attorney GeneJa.l Mike Moore

Attorney General ofMisSlSSippi

~~~~
Attorney General Frankie Su~ Del Papa

Attomey General ofNev~~

Ag~ ...
==~~:~~~

~~~~~
Attorney General Philip T. McLaughlin
Attorney General of New lIanJpaljire

~ :.--

Attorney General Da-.1d Samson

Attorney G~eraJ of~cw Jersey

A«1?a- ~oop"

Attorney General of North Carolin3

M£~~~~
Attorney General of New York

~~ d.~-
Altomey General Robert Tenorio TolTes

Attorney General of the Northern
Mariana rsl~ds

-~~=---
Attorney G,;.nera.J W.A. Drew Edmondsan
Attorney Get\eral of OkIahom~
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~~~ -~
Attorney ~I1enl SheIdoD Whitehouse
Attorney General of Rhode I5!and

xb-~~~~
Atlomey General of Oregon

A.{1!i" ~ c-.,

Attorney Genenl of South Carolina

~~~-
Attorney General Paul Summers
Attorney General of Tennessee

Artomey General ofVeztnont

Att~~~ G~~;~ ~i¥~h~;~~.

~~ <1. /t2L

Atto~y General .Ta;;;;t B;yle Attot:nt')' GeJ.leral ofWisconsin

cc: Speaker] .Dennis Hasten
Senate Majority Leader Thomas A. Daschle

Senate Conferees"

Senator John D. Rockefeller, IV

Serlator Jobn B. Breaux
Senator Onin G. I-Iatch
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Rcpreset1tatj.v= Charles B. Rangel
Repr~entative George Miller
Representative Jolu1 D. Dinge1I
Representative Henry A. \'ITaxma.n
Represen~ative John CO\'lYe)"s, Jr.
Representative Alcee Ha.stings

Ho:use Conferees:
Representative Philip M.Crane
Representative John A. Bo~er
Representalive Saxn Johnson
Represent;.tive w. ].Tau~n1.
Representative Dan B\IrtOn
Representative Bob Ban
Representative Michael Bilirakus
Repre.sentativc lames Sensenbren~er Jr,
Representative Howard Cob]e
Represantative David Drci:r
Representative John Linder
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